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Annotation: The article is dedicated to the study of English place names associated with hydronyms.
It analyzes the influence of natural geographic factors and historical processes on the formation of place names.
The focus is primarily on formants such as -ford (river crossing point) and -mouth (river mouth). These names
reflect various linguistic and ethnic layers: Celts, Anglo-Saxons, Normans, and others. Through place names,
it is possible to gain insights into cultural integration and historical geography.
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AHHOTaHHHZ CraTbs IIOCBAIICHA U3YUYCHUIO AHTITUNCKHUX TOINIOHHUMOB, CBA3dHHBIX C THAPOHUMAMMU. B
HEW paccMaTpuBacTCs BJIMSHHE MPUPOIHBIX Teorpaduuecknx (akTOpOB WU HUCTOPUUYECKHUX TMPOIECCOB HA
dbopmupoBaHre Ha3zBaHuii moceaennii. OCHOBHOE BHUMaHHKE yIesieHo TakuM (opmanTtam, kak -ford (6pon) u
-mouth (ycTbe pekn), OTpasKarOIINM JTHHIBUCTHUCCKHE M KYJIBTYpPHBIE CIIOU: KEJIbTCKHIM, aHITTOCAKCOHCKHIA,
HOpMaHI[CKI/Iﬁ U IpYyruc. TomoHnMEI HCITOJIB3YIOTCS KaK HCTOYHUK IJIsI IOHUMaHUA KyanypHOﬁ HHTCIrpanuu
Y UCTOPUYECKOH Teorpaduu.

KiaroudeBbie ciioBa: T APOHHUMBI, TOIIOHMMUKA, aHTJIMHCKUE Ha3BaHWA, UCTOPHUYCCKAs reorpa(bml,
stumoJiorus, -ford, KenbThI, aHrI0CaKCHI.

Annotatsiya: Maqola Angliyaning gidronimlar bilan bog‘liq joy nomlarini o‘rganishga bag‘ishlangan.
Unda tabiiy geografik omillar va tarixiy jarayonlarning joy nomlari shakllanishiga ta’siri tahlil gilinadi. Asosiy
e’tibor -ford (daryo kesish nugtasi), -mouth (daryo og‘zi) kabi formantlarga qaratilgan. Ushbu nomlar turli til-
gavmiy gatlamlarni aks ettiradi: keltlar, anglo-saksonlar, normanlar va boshgalar. Joy nomlari orgali madaniy
integratsiya va tarixiy geografiya haqida ma’lumot olish mumkin.

Kalit so‘zlar: gidronimlar, toponimika, Angliya joy nomlari, tarixiy geografiya, etimologiya, -ford,
keltlar, anglo-saksonlar.

INTRODUCTION rivers, fords, and estuaries were crucial in forming
(BBEJAEHHME/KIRISH). Place names preserve a  settlement patterns, trade, and transportation
region’s cultural, historical, and geographical tales networks, hydronyms place names associated with
by acting as linguistic archives. In England, where  water are particularly instructive. These names,
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which still retain their original meanings and
purposes, are profoundly rooted in the relationship
between human activity and the natural environment.
With roots in Old English and earlier linguistic
layers, such as Celtic and pre-Celtic influences, the
suffixes -ford (meaning «river crossing») and -mouth
(signifying «river mouth») are representative of
England’s hydronyms. Names like Oxford, which
means «the ford of oxen,» and Dartmouth, which
means «the mouth of the River Dart,» for instance,
not only characterize physical attributes but also
offer In addition to describing physical
characteristics, names like Oxford («the ford of
oxen») and Dartmouth («the mouth of the River
Dart») reveal information about the social and
economic objectives of early settlements. These
names show how human habitation and language
expression were influenced by opportunities and
limitations imposed by geography. This study
explores the various meanings of hydronyms in
English toponymy, emphasizing their geographical
significance, cultural connotations, and etymological
origins. The study looks at both well-known and
lesser-known instances to show how hydronyms
serve as indicators of historical geography and
cultural identity, providing a prism through which to
perceive England’s complex hydronyms.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
(IMTEPATYPA U METOJ / ADABIYOTLAR
TAHLILI VA METODLAR). The word «-ford»
comes from the Old English ford, which denotes a
shallow area where people and cars might cross a
river or stream. Because they offered access across
bodies of water, these locations were important in
terms of settlement trends. It’s likely that Ashford
means «the ford near the ash trees.» often located
close to rivers or places where people can cross
shallowly. Bedford: From «Beda’s ford,» which
denotes a crossing that belonged to or was utilized by
a person with the name Beda [7]. Oxford is an
acronym for «ford of the oxen.» is used to describe a
place where oxen can cross the Thames River.
Guildford: Probably translates to «ford associated
with a guild» —a customary association of merchants
or artisans. situated next to the Wey River. Probably
meaning «landing ford» or «staithe ford» Stafford
alludes to a crossing close to a landing spot.
Hereford: «ford suitable for an army» (with an army
in mind).By the Wye River.Combining «hart» (stag)
with «ford,» the term «Hertford» probably alludes to

a deer-frequented crossing[5]. situated alongside the
River Lea. Seaford: Denotes a ford or community
close to the ocean.has to do with tidal crossings,
probably. Blandford: Could mean «white ford» or
«blazing ford» possibly alluding to the hue of the
surrounding area or the water. Meaning «stony ford»
Stamford denotes a rocky crossing site. Adjacent to
the Welland River The term Watford can mean either
«wet ford» or «ford by the water». Hydronyms, or
place names associated with water, have been
important in creating cultural identities, influencing
trade routes, and forming towns close to the Colne
River [3]. Here’s a detailed look at how historical
development and human settlement patterns were
influenced by these «-ford» names and water-related
terrain. Natural intersections and ease of access:
Fords were ideal places for settlements since they
served as important shallow crossing spots for rivers
and  streams. They promoted trade and
communication by making it easier for people,
animals, and things to move between areas.
Defensive and Strategic Significance: A large
number of «ford» towns were built close to important
water crossings, which frequently functioned as
points of strategic defense [2]. For instance, Stafford
was a hub in medieval England because of its
location on the River Sow, which offered both access
and security. Economic Activity: By linking
marketplaces and agricultural areas, rivers and fords
promoted trade. Due to their river access and close
proximity to merchant fords, settlements like
Bedford and Hereford became affluent [1].
DISCUSSION (OBCYXIEHUE/
MUHOKAMA). Linguistic and Cultural Impact
:Anglo-Saxon Foundations Place names featuring
the suffixes -ford and -mouth primarily originate
from OId English, reflecting the practical nature of
Anglo-Saxon naming conventions [2]. These names
describe essential natural features that shaped daily
life, such as shallow river crossings (ford) or river
outlets (mouth). Examples include: Oxford: Refers to
a ford where oxen crossed the Thames River.
Ashford: Indicates a ford near ash trees,
incorporating natural landmarks into its name. Celtic
Contributions Many earlier Celtic names influenced
English toponyms, particularly in the western
regions of England and Wales. These names
highlight the linguistic legacy of the Celts:
Avonmouth: Combines the Celtic word abona (river)
with mouth [6]. Derwentford: Merges the Celtic
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Derwent (oak river) with the Anglo-Saxon ford.
Norman Influence Post-1066 Following the Norman
Conquest, some place names evolved through
linguistic and administrative adaptations: Guildford:
Reflects Norman ties to trade and guilds. Stafford:
Retained its Anglo-Saxon origins while adapting to
Norman control. Historical and Geographical
Significance Settlement Development : Many -ford
names mark natural crossing points over rivers,
which were ideal for establishing communities and
trade routes: Stamford: Known for its “stony ford”
on the Well and River, which supported sturdy
crossings and became a key medieval trading hub.
Hereford: Positioned on the River Wye, it evolved
into a vital agricultural and military center.
RESULTS (PE3YJIBTATBI /
NATIJALAR). Similarly, -mouth names indicate
locations at river mouths, crucial for commerce and
transportation: Plymouth: A major port situated at
the mouth of the River Plym. Exmouth: Located at
the confluence of the River Exe and the sea, fostering
fishing and trade [4]. Economic Growth Rivers
provided resources essential for agriculture, trade,
and fishing, making them focal points for economic
activity: Bedford: Thrived due to its strategic ford
over the River Great Ouse, connecting surrounding
farming regions. Seaford: Became a coastal hub for
fishing and trade. Strategic Utility In early England,
fords often served as vital military and defensive
sites: Stafford: Its ford on the River Sow played a
central role in medieval defense. Watford: Known
for its «wet ford», it provided an essential link
through marshy terrain near the River Colne [5].
Cultural and Religious Importance. Hydronyms also
held symbolic significance. Rivers often had sacred
associations, and settlements near them became
religious centers: Hertford: Positioned on the River
Lea, it gained prominence as an ecclesiastical center
during the medieval period. Hereford: Became a
focal point for religious and military activities due to
its strategic and symbolic location [3]. Modern
Relevance While technological advancements have
diminished the practical importance of fords and
river mouths, towns bearing these names continue to
hold historical and cultural value. They preserve
linguistic heritage and highlight the interplay
between natural geography and human settlement.
For instance: Oxford, originally a practical crossing,
is now a global educational and cultural hub.

Plymouth remains a prominent symbol of England’s
maritime history and exploration.

CONCLUSION QGAKJIKYEHHUE /
XULOSA). Hydronyms in English toponymy serve
as vital markers of linguistic heritage and cultural
identity. These names not only preserve elements of
ancient languages but also reflect the historical and
geographical dynamics of human settlement. From
their roots in Celtic, Old English, and Norsg, to their
connections with mythology, folklore, and practical
utility, hydronyms reveal how closely intertwined
human cultures have been with the natural
environment, particularly water. Studying these
names offers insights into the evolution of language,
cultural traditions, and the socio-environmental
landscape of England. Moreover, hydronyms reveal
the practical and ecological significance of water in
shaping human settlements, as towns and cities often
grew around rivers, springs, and fords, which
provided sustenance, transportation, and strategic
advantages. Many hydronyms also describe the
physical characteristics of water bodies, such as their
flow, color, or location, offering a glimpse into how
early inhabitants perceived and interacted with their
environment. In essence, hydronyms are a bridge
between the past and present, connecting modern
landscapes to their historical roots while highlighting
humanity’s enduring relationship with water. They
are not only markers of physical geography but also
symbols of the historical, linguistic, and cultural
currents that have shaped English identity over
centuries.
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